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Annual General Meeting

Wednesday, 17th June 2026, 19:00 BST, via Zoom

Minutes

Present on line: Ben Beck, Petronella Clark, Christopher Farrand, Viv Haresnape, Brylin Highton, John Steevens, Pat Wormald, Ros Batchelor, Susan Hayes, John Gurney, Ian Carr, Sue Knight, Steven James Croker, Oliver Pickering, Chris Skidmore, Meg Gilley.  
Present by proxy: Alice Hamar, Heather Law, Margaret Page.
1. Apologies
Apologies for absence received before the meeting from: Alice Hamar, Heather Law, Margaret Page.
2. Minutes of the AGM held on 18th June 2025
Agreed and accepted
3. Matters arising from the minutes
There were no matters arising from the minutes.
4. Presentation and adoption of the Trustees’ Annual Report
The Chair’s Report on behalf of the Trustees, circulated with the agenda papers for the meeting, was summarised by the Chair and was duly accepted. 
The Report will be included in the July issue of Quaker Connections and forwarded to the Charity Commission if requested. 
5. Presentation and adoption of the Accounts
The Treasurer’s Report and Statement of Financial Activities for the year to 31 December 2025, circulated with the agenda papers for the meeting was duly accepted, subject to receipt of the version signed by the Independent Examiner.
The Statement will be included in the July issue of Quaker Connections.
The key data from the Statement of Financial Activities will be forwarded to the Charity Commission, as is required.
6. To appoint the Independent Examiner for 2025
The committee’s proposal to appoint Steve Culmer was agreed.
The Steve Colmer’s independent examination report has been completed and will be available shortly.  
7. Proposed constitutional amendments
Constitution clause 6(a):
The Chair explained that the amendment proposed to this clause related to those words shown in Bold in the agenda and followed the recommendations of the Charities Commission, for the membership to appoint not less than six and not more than twelve to the Executive Committee.
The amendment as written was approved by a show of hands.
Constitution clause 6(b):
The Chair and a number of committee members explained how the proposed amendment was intended to assist in the functioning of the Society, providing the option to suspend for one year the current ruling for a committee member to retire from office, in particular when a replacement to the post had not come forward. 
The amendment as written was approved by a show of hands, with 15 in favour and 1 against.  
8. Election of the officers and committee
8.1 Following the approval of Constitution clause 6(b) it was put to the meeting to implement a 1 year suspension of the retirement ruling until the 2027 AGM.  This was carried by a show of hands with 13 in favour and 1 against.  
8.2 Elections were conducted by the Chair, and the following nominees were elected by a show of hands with none against.  
· Chair:-  Ben Beck (continuing)
· Vice-chair:- Joan Harvey
· Treasurer:- Phil Wormald (standing for a second term) 
· Minute Secretary:- John Steevens (continuing)
· Committee members:-  
Christopher Farrand, John Gurney, Vivien Haresnape, Brylin Highton, Sue Knight, Margaret Page, Sir Charles Pease, Jon Wicken 
Standing for the first time:- applicants were requested, there were no new nominations

9.0 Election of the officers and committee
Following the approval under Item 8.1 above, this agenda item was no longer relevant and discussion moved to Item 10
10. Non-committee voluntary roles
· Webmaster and Facebook admin:-  Margaret Page has agreed to continue, an additional person is needed to assist Margaret, preferably residing close to Kidderminster or with possible funding to permit occasional in person meetings with her
· Membership secretary and QC distributor:-  Pat Wormald has agreed to continue
· Editor of Quaker Connections and the Memo:-  Christopher Farrand has agreed to continue, but would appreciate an assistant in the role
· Meeting organiser, Zoom and regional:-  the Chair stressed to relevance of this role which he currently performs in most cases, no volunteers have come forward.  It could be carried out by more than one person
· Social media champion:- no volunteers have come forward; the Chair agreed to approach Jon Wicken, to see if he would be willing to take this on
· Wills group:- the current members of the group continue with the project and would welcome additional members
· Proof readers:- Vivien Haresnape and Brylin Highton, a third proof reader would be appreciated
11. Date of the next Annual General Meeting  
Wednesday, 16th June 2027, 7:00 pm BST (via Zoom)
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